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No. 17
(See page 247)

TELEGRAM FROM TSAU ALEXANDER 111, n MARCH, 1887,
TO PRINCE WILUELM

1 am deeply touched by your affectionate remembrance of my
birthday. 1 have not forgotten our interviews at Brest-Lituvsk,
and I keep a sincere friendship for you as I thank you cordially for
your prayers and congratulations,

ALEXANDER

No. 18
(See page 281)

PRINCE WILHELM TO DR. GEORG HINZPBTKR

San Remo, n,XL 1887
Dear Doctor,

The sentence of the physicians has been given; the frightful
fate, which for a few initiated persons lias long been standing a
threatening spectre in the background, has fullllied itself! Accord-
ing to the verdict finally given to-day by the doctors, my father is
incurably sick of cancer, and no human power can now save him!
It has, indeed, gone so far, that the great operation which Bergmann
wanted in the spring could do no good, This morning his fate was
clearly announced to him by the assembled gentlemen. Standing
upright, unbowed, looking the speaker straight in the eye, he received
the announcement. Without a tremor or the slightest movement
he thanked them for their care and attention, and dismissed them,;
dumb and astonished they departed from the hero, still engrossed with
his character, as he showed himself the true Hohonzoller and great
soldier. When we were with him later, it was lie who comforted
us with gently smiling looks, as we, no longer masters of ourselves,
were dissolved in tears ! What a man 1 May God but grant him
as little pain as possible in this frightful, unexampled end to his
life 1 I would never have believed that tears are a relief, for I
never knew tears before; but to-day I have felt how they lighten
the frightful pain! Must it needs be he, just he, who is "to suffer
this agony ? A blow, a bullet, anything would be better than this
most horrible of all evils; 1 can hardly comprehend it yet. Enough
for to-day.

Your truly devoted pupil,

WILUELM, PRINCE OF PRUSSIA